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some delay in its arrival, the cause for which was never ascer-
tained. The moment the guns and carriages did turn up, little
time was lost by the Baltimore's crew in getting them on board
and in place. The secondary battery, having been manufactured
by outside firms, got lost for a while in the official turns of red
tape, though after a little search was found at the New York
yard, possibly because somebody had forgotten to inform the
manufacturer where the Baltimore was to be fitted out after
she left the Cramps' shipyard.

"When all these matters had been adjusted, the Baltimore
went to sea on April 26th, with her battery, ammunition, and
all stores on board, to make her final trial at sea off Cape Henry,
Ya., with the Board of Inspection. The first admiral's flag
that she wore was that of Rear Admiral L. A. Eamberly, presi-
dent of the board. She developed excellent seagoing qualities,
carried her weights easily, and showed high speed. Eeturning
to Hampton E/oads, Ya., orders were found directing her to pro-
ceed to Baltimore, in response to the request of Mayor David-
son, General Agnus, and other prominent citizens, that the peo-
ple might be permitted to see and visit the cruiser named after
their city.

On the 8th of May the Baltimore arrived in the harbor and
anchored off Fort McHenry. From that day until the 14th of
the same month, when she sailed, the ship remained open to the
public, and it was estimated that one hundred thousand persons
improved the opportunity to inspect the vessel. At the same
time the citizens entertained the officers and men at banquets of
unsurpassed magnificence, receptions, theatre parties, drives,
excursions, etc. It was a gala week in the city, which is world-
wide in fame for its generous and hospitable reception of
guests. Surely no officer or man of the Baltimore's crew could
ever forget the delicate attentions or the refined elegance of
the entertainments formulated for their pleasure and extended
so boundlessly by the good people of the Monumental City.
Afterward it always marked an incident in the cruise from
which most others were reckoned in fixing dates.

This delightful experience over, the Baltimore sailed for
Key "West, under orders for temporary service in the North
Atlantic Station, arriving in that port on the 20th of May. had
